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Summary

This study explores the development of the historical-comparative
method in linguistic thought, beginning with its roots in Western studies,
where pioneers such as Friedrich Schlegel, William Jones, Franz Bopp,
and Rasmus Kristian Rask laid its foundations, while Grimm,
Schleicher, and the Neogrammarians reinforced its methodological
rigor. The research then examines Arab contributions, tracing early
insights from Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad and Ibn Hazm, leading up to modern
Arab scholars like Rifa'a al-Tahtawi, Jurji Zaydan, Jibr Dumit,
Anastas Al-Karmali, and Marmarji the Dominican, with a particular
focus on the latter’s binarism theory in Semitic languages. The study
critically evaluates the scope and limitations of this method, questioning
its methodological precision and effectiveness in explaining linguistic
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changes, and whether language evolution follows a deterministic trajectory
or a more complex and interactive process.

Keywords: Historical-Comparative Method, Franz Bopp,
Neogrammarians, Al-Tahtawi, Jurji Zaydan, Al-Karmali.
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