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Memory and Patterns of Culture in Travel Literature

A Study of Selected Models from the Arab Heritage
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Abstract:

This study aimed to monitor and trace the relationship between memory and patterns of culture in
the heritage journey, and to what extent this relationship can contribute to revealing the underlying
patterns in the travel text, by following the mechanisms of cultural criticism and cognitive
excavation, and by applying it to three selected models of heritage travel texts. (Meadows of Gold
by Al-Masoudi, The Journey of Ibn Jubayr, and The Journey of Ibn Battuta). The study reached a
set of results, the most important of which is: Memory in the texts of the heritage journey was, in
most cases, a representation of multiple cultural systems and references, in that it provided a huge
amount of standards, perceptions, opinions, judgments, and values. And the positions and
convictions that prevailed in the eras of recording those travels, which through their objective
composition reflected multiple and disparate patterns of systematic and dialectical relationships
embodied by the dualities of self and other, center and margin, declared and implied; Each text of
the heritage journey continues to weave interconnected episodes of these dualities in multiple and
diverse formations and levels, embodying that intense aspiration to know and rediscover oneself
through openness to others.

Key words : Memory, Travel Literature, Pattern of Culture, Center and Margin,
Implicit Pattern
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