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Abstract "

This study aims to explore the phenomenon of political memes in Iraq,
focusing on their nature, the mechanisms by which the public receives
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them, and their impact on shaping public opinion and political attitudes
through social media platforms. The research seeks to answer key
questions regarding the most common themes in political memes, how
audiences interpret them, their relation to social and ideological
affiliations, and the ways in which media literacy regarding this digital
discourse can be enhanced. The theoretical framework is based on several
prominent media and sociological theories, including the Uses and
Gratifications Theory to understand the motives behind meme
engagement, Framing Theory to analyze the construction of symbolic
messages within memes, and the Spiral of Silence Theory to explain the
link between dominant public discourse and individual expression within
political communication spaces. The study employed a descriptive-
analytical methodology, using a questionnaire as the primary data
collection tool. The instrument was distributed to a purposive sample of
100 participants from various age groups and ideological backgrounds who
are active users of social media in Irag. The findings revealed that political
memes are a significant and growing force in shaping political awareness,
particularly among youth. They are most often centered on political figures
and current events, and are generally well-understood and actively engaged
with by users as a form of opinion expression. However, there remains
ambiguity regarding their sources and political purposes, highlighting the
need to improve media literacy and critical awareness of this increasingly
influential form of digital political communication

Keywords: Media — Political Memes — Mechanisms of Influence —
Reception Mechanisms — Iraqi Public
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