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Abstract

Since rights are a privilege granted and protected by positive law, while
freedom is a privilege granted by natural law and protected only by reason,
rights are freedoms, but they are restricted by law, while freedoms are
absolute, restricted only by the principles of natural law and the will of
those who exercise them.

Accordingly, "public freedoms" have become relative freedoms, restricted
and regulated by the law issued by the will of the person in power.
Likewise, power has become restricted by the political consent of the
people and the law enacted by the people's representatives, so the term
"public freedoms" is a combination of these two terms: freedom and power.
The term "public" refers to matters in which the state's authority is a party.
Accordingly, freedoms become rights if the law intervenes as an
intermediary in their regulation, while they remain freedoms if they remain
without legal intervention.

This is why it has been said: The law is the source of all rights. Hence, the
"human rights" enunciated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
are freedoms, unless the national legislator incorporates them into the rules
of positive law, in which case they become rights, with a privilege granted
and protected by law.

"Public freedoms" were rights because the legislature recognized their
legality. Therefore, public freedoms—in theory—have two parties:

First: the governed, who are the political people who exercise individual
freedoms.

Second: the rulers, who—in the narrow sense—are the executive authority
in its two aspects (political and administrative) that hold power. This
relationship between the ruler and the ruled determines the nature of
political systems.

Keywords: rights, freedoms, constitution, Iraq
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