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It is important to address a historical study of a topic that carries a regional
and international dimension as it constitutes a long era in the lives of African peoples
from the middle of the twentieth century to the present. As well as leaving
fingerprints in economic, political and security life in the lives of those peoples who
found themselves overtaking the barrier of military colonialism and gaining
independence after the Second World War in the face of new equations of
international balance and the beginning of the era of regional conglomerates and
organizations of an economic character to be an active element in the light of the
cold war. These organizations have been the most important means of simulating the
new international situation, including the African countries, which have found the
best way to express their economic objectives and pursue economic integration.
Some of the subregional economic organizations have continued, prospered and
others have been eroded and extinguished by other organizations. However, those
organizations soon realized the fragile political and security realities of some
member States in parallel with the end of the cold war. Border wars and internal
conflicts escalated for most of them, prompting many subregional economic
organizations to develop their objectives and make political and security stability a
way to achieve economic integration.

Keywords:
Sub regional organizations, African continent, economic integration, Community of
Sahelo-Saharan States, SADC.
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