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abstract:
The current research aims to:

- ldentify the critical thinking skills of history teachers in secondary
education.

- Extract statistical differences in critical thinking skills among the research
sample based on the gender variable (males and females).

- Determine the relationship between critical thinking skills of secondary
education teachers and the average academic achievement of their students.

The researcher employed a descriptive research methodology. The
research community consisted of male and female history teachers in
secondary education, totaling 402 teachers from the Directorate of Diyala
Governorate. The sample was selected from fifth-grade literary teachers,
totaling 100 teachers, with 55 male teachers and 45 female teachers,
representing all schools in the governorate. The student sample comprised
620 students, with 320 male students and 300 female students.

The study tool was a test of critical thinking skills consisting of 40 items
distributed across eight skills: memory skills, concentration skills,
information gathering skill, information organization skill, generation
skill, analysis skill, integration skill, and evaluation skill. The researcher
verified the test's reliability with a reliability coefficient of 88%.
Additionally, the researcher prepared a test in the subject of Modern and
Contemporary History of Europe and America for fifth-grade literary
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students, consisting of 25 items covering multiple-choice questions, with a
reliability coefficient of 89%, indicating good reliability.

Keywords: pivotal thinking skills, achievement.
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