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Building letters according to Sibawayh
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Abstract:

This research studies "the letters of buildings according to Sibawayh" and
what he said about them. The researcher was able to accurately describe
the letters of the buildings and present Sibawayh’s vocal opinions on the
subject. Sibawayh called “sound” the word “letter.” He distinguished
between building letters and meaning letters, and specified their number
and meanings, especially since some people confuse building letters with
meaning letters, and to remove confusion, it is necessary to know the
truth about each of them. Sibawayh presented the letters of the buildings
according to his order, which he classified in a manner different from the
classification of his teacher Al-Khalil. He began with the hamza and
ended it with the waw, and he connected them with the conjunction waw
from the second letter mentioned, which is the ha, after the hamza, to the
last letter he concluded with, which is the waw. To these letters, he added
twenty-nine branches that are rarely used by speakers, Among them is an
eloguent syllable that is recommended for reading the Qur’an and poetry,
and its number is six branches, out of twenty-nine, and another is
described as not recommended for reading the Qur’an or poetry, and its
number is eight branches. These sounds, which Sibawayh listed as good
and bad, can only be revealed by oral speech.

Then he identified its sixteen exits, which indicate his ability, creativity,
and precise knowledge of the organs of the speech system and their
importance in producing sounds. He also mentioned some of the visible
and hidden organs of speech. He referred to the linguistic sounds that are
divided into single-vowel, double-vowel, or triple-vowel, and non-
linguistic sounds in which the tongue has no role in producing them. He
continued his talk by explaining the characteristics of the letters (the
voiced and voiceless, the hard and soft, and what is between them, the
deviant, the repeated, the soft, the soft, the soft, the mutabaga, the open,
and the ghana). , and described it in an accurate scientific way that
recognizes his distinction from ancient Arab scholars by virtue and
precedence in the audio lesson. Sibawayh is also considered the first to
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provide a precise and distinct definition of loudness and whispering, and
he used that in the chapter on assimilation.

Keywords: building letters, Sibawayh, letters, roots and branches, origins
of letters, characteristics of letters.
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