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Abstract.

The Forward Defense Doctrine constitutes one of the most prominent
determinants of Iran’s national security and serves as an effective tool in
shaping the state’s behavior within its regional environment. It provides an
interpretive framework for understanding the security and military
decisions of Iranian leaders, revealing their deep awareness of the necessity
to shift the lines of confrontation beyond national borders in order to reduce
direct threats to the homeland. This strategic shift has been operationalized
through the activation of various pillars that facilitate both proactive and
reactive measures, enabling Iran to acquire instruments of political and
ideological influence. Consequently, it allows Tehran to expand its
strategic depth and mitigate multiple threats, particularly within its volatile
regional environment. The continuous activation of this doctrine represents
a strategic necessity rather than a circumstantial choice, especially as it has
enhanced Iran’s regional standing and role by building deterrent
capabilities, providing political and security leverage, and consolidating its
position as a central actor in regional security arrangements. Accordingly,
this study demonstrates that the Forward Defense Doctrine is not merely a
defensive approach but a comprehensive strategic project that contributes
to reshaping regional balances and directly defines Iran’s position and role
within the current regional order.

Keywords: Doctrine, Forward Defense Doctrine, Strategy, Regional
Strategic Environment
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